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I attended the 2026 gathering in Ft Worth Texas.  I started off the weekend by attending the general 
membership meeting where we heard highlights about the status of the association from the 
previous year. I have  attached some documents that show the attendance at our shows in 2025 
and registration statistics. It was interesting to see that there is still a slight decline in participation 
of shows but it is holding steady. There is hope this is a sign that a rebound is around the corner. 
Especially with the great success of the new programs, for example Paynt points and ChromeCash 
along with other programs in speed events and color horse payouts ($300,000 set aside for color 
horses). So be sure to nominate your horse on line if you have a horse that qualifies with the 
required white pattern of 12 inches of visible white for this additional payout! 

The day then went into a very interesting workshop on leadership where the association is striving 
to develop great leaders within our organization. Tina Shanahan was the presenter and offered 
some great information on leadership styles and best ways to resolve conflict.  

We then had a welcome party and meet the board of directors and NLDC candidates.  

Saturday the committee meetings were held. I served on the Competition advisory committee this 
past year. There was some great conversation and debate on most of the walk trot rule change 
proposals. It is one of the only growing divisions and everyone was supportive of any change that 
would support and grow that division.   Another point of discussion was adding the non pro / 
amateur and youth green horse pattern classes. We were able to modify the title and get that rule 
proposal passed to the floor for voting.  

Another point of discussion was giving the option to amateur exhibitors to choose the walk only 
showmanship class.  

The second half of the day we heard reports from the committees in the state directors meeting and 
rules that were passed through for voting.  

Sunday we had our state directors meeting session 2.  

We reviewed all the rules that were up for voting and had additional discussion on the hot topics.  

 

We then voted for the incoming Board and NLDC.  

For NLDC there were four candidates and two positions available. We voted in Jennifer Barbee and 
Cindy Chilton-Moore  

Board of Directors gave speeches and we had six candidates and four positions available.  

We voted in : 

Rachel Kooiker 

Meridith Landy  



Mark Resigner 

Adam Wainscott 

Everyone was then sworn in.  

Jaime Howard was sworn in as  

President elect 

Then Mike Holloway as 2026 President  

Our newly sworn in President gave his incoming speech. He thanked everyone on his team and the 
APHA members.  

 

In closing I would encourage everyone to attend the Leadership Gathering when possible. There is 
great workshop opportunities, networking with fellow APHA people throughout the world and 
opportunities to be involved in the changes the association makes each year. Thank you for allowing 
me to represent our area.  

Tamara Whitt  

 












